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Imperial Legacy, Proletarian State, and Statelessness: Conflict and
Entanglement of Russian Emigrant and Soviet Discourses of
International Law, 1918 — 1939

Dr. Tatiana Khripachenko

The project seeks to trace a dialogue, conflict and entanglement between Russian
scholars, who developed the imperial intellectual tradition of international law on both
sides of the Soviet state border. On the one side, there were emigrant international
lawyers, who claimed to be direct descendants of Russian pre-revolutionary
scholarship. After the collapse of the Russian empire and subsequent recognition of
the Soviet Union, they found themselves in the position of refugees. In the capacity of
legal experts, they sought to assure the international protection of the status of
refugees and minorities through the international law organizations and the League of
Nations. On the other side, there were the scholars with the same imperial academic
background, who sought to adapt the previous intellectual heritage to the ideology and
pragmatic needs of the Soviet state. Initially they professed the ideas of world
revolution and “withering away” of states as well as international law. However, as the
Soviet Union gradually acquired international recognition, a theory of a “transition
period” acquired a dominant position in the Soviet international law scholarship. The
Soviet discourse assumed the ideas of coexistence with other states and recognition
of the “rules of the game” at the international stage. Juxtaposition of these discourses
demonstrates two parallel, yet opposite trends: whereas the Soviet international law
scholarship gradually gained “its own” state, the emigrant scholarship was losing it.

The research focuses on three case studies, which in various ways explore the
interaction of the two discourses as reflected both in their common imperial heritage
and in the distinction between “state-building” vs. “statelessness.” These are: 1) Battle
for international recognition between the Soviet and the White governments in 1918-
1922; 2) Imperial and post-imperial visions of international law in both scholarly
discourses and their ambivalent approach to the developments in the political space of
the former Russian empire; 3) Political and legal clash over the new practice of Soviet
citizenship and the legal status of the Russian refugees abroad.
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MMmnepckoe Hacneaue, CTPOUTENbLCTBO rocyaapcTsBa U ero yrpara:
KoHdnukT u B3aumoaencreme aMUrpaHTCKOro U COBETCKOro
AUCKYpPCOB MeXxayHapoaHoro npasa, 1918-1939

[-p. TaTbsiHa XpunaveHko

[MpoeKT nocBsLEeH uccrnegoBaHMio agnanora, KOHSIMKTa U B3aMMHOIO BIIUAHUSA MexXay
POCCUNCKMMN  SMUTPAHTCKUMW U COBETCKMMMU Y4YEeHbIMW, KOTOpble pa3BuBanu
AOPEBOSTIOLUMOHHYIO  TPaauLMIO MeXOyHapoAHOro npasa, Haxogsacb MO pasHble
CTOPOHbI COBETCKOWN rpaHuubl. C 0QHOM ee CTOPOHbI OKas3anucb aMUrpupoBasLUne U3
CTpaHbl cneynanncTbl N0 MeXayHapo4HOMY nNpaBy, KOTopble Buaenu cebsa B kayecTse
NpAMbIX Npoorkatenen OopeBONIOLUNOHHON POCCUMCKOM Hayknm MeXOyHapoLHOro
npasa. lNocne pacnaga Poccunckon nmnepum n nocrnenyrowero MexayHapoaHoro
npuaHaHua CoseTckoro Coto3a OHWM OKasanucb B cTaTyce 6GexeHueB. [Monb3yscb
CBOVIM aBTOPUTETOM B MEXAYHApPOL4HOM 3KCNEPTHOM COOBLEeCTBE, OHU CTPEMUSIUCD,
B pamkax Jlurm Hauum n gpyrmx opraHusaummn, obecneunTbs MeXayHapoaHY 3alunTy
ctatyca CBOMX COOTEYECTBEHHMKOB 3a pybexom. Tem cambiM, OHW BHOCUNU
onpedeneHHbIn  BKMag B pasBUTME  MeXAyHapo4HOro  3akoHO4aTenbCTBa,
KacaBLlerocsi NonoXxeHusi 6exeHLEB 1 3THUYECKUX MEHBLUMHCTB. 1o Apyryto CTOPOHY
COBETCKOW rpaHuLbl OCTanuUCb Y4YeHble, BOCMUTAHHbIE B TOW Xe akageMuUyecKowu
Tpagmuuw, KOTopble CTPEMUINCH aganTupoBaTb AOPEBOSIOLNOHHOE
WHTenneKTyanbHoe Hacrneane K ngeonornn n nparmatndeckum Hyxxgam CoBeTcKoro
rocygapcrtea. WM3HavanbHO coBeTckas wugeonorma 6bina OCHOBaHa Ha 3apade
pa3BepTbiBaHNA MUPOBOW PEBONIOLMN U Npegnonarana «oTMupaHue rocyaapcrea,
paBHO KaK M camoro mexagyHapogHoro npasa. OgHako, no mepe Toro kak CoBeTcKum
Col3 nocteneHHO nonyyvan MexayHapoaHoe MpusHaHue, OOMUHUpYloLLee
NnosioXXeHNne B COBETCKOW Hayke MexXOyHapOAHOro npaBa 3aHsana Teopus
«nepexoaHoro nepuoga». CoBeTCKUN MOEO0STOrMYECKU JUCKYPC NOCTENEHHO BKIOYar
B CBOW COCTaB MAEK BPEMEHHONO COCYLLECTBOBAHUSA COBETCKOW pecnybnuku c
Oyp>KyasHbIMK rocygapcTBamm, s 4ero TpeboBanochb YCNOBHOE NPU3HaHME «MpaBus
Urpbl», pPerynupoBaBlUMX B3aMMOOTHOLIEHUS Ha MexayHapoaHow apeHe. [lpu
COMOCTaBIIEHNN 3MUIPAHTCKOrO M COBETCKOIO [MCKYPCOB MEXAYHapOAHOro npasa
MOXXHO MpocneanTb ABe napannenbHble, HO, B TO e BpeMs, NPOTMBOMOSOXHbIE
TEHAEHUMM: N0 Mepe TOro Kak COBETCKUM OMCKYPC MEeXOAyHapo4HOro npaesa obpetan
«CBOE» rocyfapCcTBO, AMUIPAHTCKUI OUCKYPC MEXOYHApPO4HOro npaea, HaobopoT, ero
yTpadusan.

[aHHoe uccrnegoBaHue npegnonaraeT aHanu3 Tpex YacTHbIX CrydaeB, B KaXXaoM U3
KOTOPbIX MO-pa3HOMY pacKpbiBaeTCs B3aMMOLENCTBUE COBETCKOIO U 3MUIPAHTCKOro
ANCKYpPCOB. B KaXkgoM 13 aTnx cryyaeB oTpaxkaeTcs kak obuiee nmnepckoe Hacneame,
TaK U CBA3b JalibHeuLero ero passuTns ¢ naesiMm rocygapcrBeHHOro CTpouTensCcTea
n yTpaTbl rocygapctea. 1) bopbba 3a mexagyHapogHoe NpusaHaHue Mexay COBETCKUM
N aHTU-60MNbLWEBUCTCKMMI NpaBuTensctBammn B 1918 — 1922. 2) mnepckue n noct-
nMnepckne naen B COBETCKOM Y AMUTPAHTCKOM AUCKYpCax MexayHapoaHoro npasa u
BNUAHWE Ha 3TU OUCKYPCbl UAMEHEHWN Ha NOJSIUTUKO-reorpaddMyeckoM NpoCcTpaHCTBe
GbiBwen Poccuickon nmnepun. 3) MNonutuyeckoe n topyanyeckoe NpoTMBOCTOAHME
COBETCKUX U 3IMUTPAHTCKMX HOPUCTOB MO OTHOLLUEHUIO K HOBOW NPaKTUKE COBETCKOro
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rocygapcTea no OTHOLLEHWIO K BONPOCaM rpak4aHCTBa M MO OTHOLUEHUIO K CTaTycCy
POCCUNCKMX BEXEHLEB 3a pybexxoMm.



